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PREFACE

At the beginning of the search of my Berry family, I had no idea it would lead me down
the pathway that it did. I only knew the names of my grandfather, Wiley P. Berry, and great-
grandfather, John Robert Berry, and that was it. I had just learned about the software available to
help in researching family trees. A family friend amazed me by displaying my paternal family
tree on his computer. I had no idea that the information about my Henderson family was out
there for the world to see. Shortly after that, one of my first cousin’s wife died and my wife and I
attended the funeral and burial ceremonies. Another first cousin, Harold Bernard Berry,
suggested that somebody needed to work up a Berry family tree. I thought this sounded like a
good idea. I started searching the internet and after about a year I made contact with a distant
cousin who was related to Hannah Cate Berry. We were struggling with how things fit together
in the family and slowly we started making some progress. From these humble beginnings our
knowledge of the family has almost exceeded my capacity to manage it.

As time went by, I gradually became acquainted with some more Berry researchers. |
discovered that there was a wealth of information in my State Genealogy Library and the
internet. From these three sources, things just started to grow. I cannot begin tell you how
valuable the internet, Family Tree Maker, Ancestry.com, and my new found cousins are. With
the easy access of email and the help of other researchers, we started filling in the gaps and
making some giant leaps in our Berry family history. The next Berry cousin I met was Martha
Mangum from Georgia. For many years, she had been researching the David J. Berry line, whose
family located just north of Atlanta around 1828. Martha and I had determined that David J.
Berry was part of the Robert Berry family from Orange County, North Carolina. A few years
later this fact was verified by Y-DNA. Martha’s family, along with some of her local cousins (Jo
Patterson and her son, Lois White and her husband, Martha Mangum and her daughter and
grandson) attended our W. P. Berry reunion in 2002 in Orange County, North Carolina. These
cousins were the second group of extended Berry cousins I met in person. Several years before,
Elizabeth Merckle and her husband came to North Carolina for a day. My wife and I met them
in Hillsborough, N.C., and we escorted them around the property of our Berry family in the Little
River community of Orange County, North Carolina.

A short time later we became involved in the Berry Y-DNA project and this validated
much of our archival research. Many other doors opened as more and more Y-DNA tests were
completed. As it turned out, one of our own Berry cousins, Cookie Paulson, actually started the
Berry Y-DNA project. She had been searching many years for John Berry, who was born in
North Carolina in 1815. In desperation, she decided to start a Berry Y-DNA project.

Although we had no paper trail to link her John Berry to my Berry family, Cookie and I
had corresponded several times over the years. I remember telling her that we had a John Berry
in our Orange County family. At one point she even told me in an email that she was about
willing to accept any John Berry from North Carolina as her John Berry who was found in the
1860 Rusk County, Texas, Census. We have done a huge amount of research together since that
time and I have learned she would never, ever, claim a relationship between two people in her
research without the proper documentation. She convinced one of her Berry cousins to take the
simple Y-DNA test. He was number 8 in the project. I asked my mother’s youngest brother
(Wiley Person Berry Jr.) if he would take the Y-DNA test. He became number 18 in July. It was
on the same day in July that we were having our local family reunion when I got an email from
Cookie telling me that we had a positive Y-DNA match between her cousin and my uncle. This
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was one of the most exciting events in my entire Genealogical experience and I made the
announcement at our local Wiley P. & Ida Ann Wilson Berry reunion in Orange County, North
Carolina, that day.

There are so many other Berry cousins who have contributed to our research and the Y-
DNA project. I am indebted to every one of them and without them this book would never have
become a reality.

I slowly began to learn how to create a web page, with a lot of study and an enormous
amount of help from my son, Aaron Henderson. I was able to setup berrytree.org in late 2007.
This effort was done in order to share my research with our expanding circle of cousins and the
world. The dividends of that effort continue to increase our knowledge of the Robert and
Elizabeth Cate Berry family from Orange County, North Carolina.

On July 21*, 2007, many of Robert Berry’s descendants visited the land that Robert
Berry Sr. chose to homestead in 1751. We saw the chimney he built for his Fiddleton plantation
house in 1766 and visited the Robert Berry Fiddleton Cemetery. It was located in a beautiful
wooded property covered with huge trees. It certainly must have been a beautiful site to Robert
Berry as he first viewed his new property two hundred and fifty six years ago. It was still a
beautiful environment on our special 250" Robert Berry Fiddleton reunion day. The virgin trees
are gone but the forest must have looked in 2007 somewhat as it did in 1751.

We stood there at the cemetery in silence with a feeling of tranquility, pride, and
reflection. The tall hardwoods shaded out the sun from the earth below. This shade was so
complete that small vegetation scarcely grew. It was as if someone had cleared out all the
underbrush and left a carpet of leaves. As we read the inscriptions on the headstones and stared
at the field stones that mark most of the 23 graves where our departed heroic pioneer ancestors
now rest, everybody seemed to withdraw into their own private thoughts. Reverend John Allen
Berry said a prayer over our ancestor’s graves and then we observed a moment of silence. There
seemed to be a hush over the forest during this time of respect and reverence.

The grief and sorrow that has been felt at those 23 sad occasions has long past into
oblivion but somehow there was a special feeling that still seems to linger there for me.

Two of the descendants who were at the cemetery died a short time after the reunion. My
uncle, Wiley Person Berry Jr., was one of those who died a month later, but he was there and |
asked him to say the blessing at our lunch. We were all in a circle and holding hands when he
began the blessing by saying “Feel the Love, Feel the Love”, and you definitely could. This
moment seemed to describe the purpose of the entire reunion. This may well be the greatest thing
I could ever have done for my mother’s youngest brother or him for me.

Fred Anderson was the other family member who attended the 2007 Fiddleton reunion
and passed away shortly afterward. They both will forever be loved and missed.

Robert Berry Sr. (OC) died in 1814 and was probably the first person buried in the
Fiddleton Cemetery. This funeral was probably attended by many members of his family and
neighbors. Some family members who were likely at his funeral would have been: Elizabeth
Cate; Henry Berry; Isaac Berry; Robert’s wife, Elizabeth Cate Berry; Joshua & Nancy Berry &
their family; David J. Berry & his family; Robert Berry Jr. & his family; Jacob & Catherine
'Pickle; Hannah Cate Berry and her two children, Thomas Person Berry age 6 and Elizabeth
Berry age 2; Robert’s daughter Elizabeth Berry and her daughter Mary and her son in-law
Thomas Berry from Person County.

Some of Robert’s neighbors who may have attended his funeral in 1814 could have been
the William Stagg family, the Thomas Rountree family, Ruth Holeman, the Samuel Wilson
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family, the William Armstrong family, the William Robinson family, and the John Dickey
family, . Most of these families lived their entire lives as neighbors. They built the roads in the
wilderness, they served on the juries, they raised their children, they built their homes, they
formed their community, they built their plantations, and they served in the revolutionary war.

Those early pioneer settlers could never have imagined that their children, grandchildren,
cousins, nieces, nephews, and many of their descendants would intermarry and spread across this
great country like Kudzu for the next 250 years. The idea that so many of us would return so
many years later could never have occurred to any of them. Back to the future was such a
wonderful concept; I wish it were possible, at least temporarily.

At the 2007 reunion, I did have a strong feeling that someone above was taking a very
special interest in this event because it was such a beautiful, bright, sunny, and perfect day. The
humidity was very low and the temperature was in the 70’s. This never happens during the
month of July in Orange County, North Carolina, and yet it did on the day that the Robert Berry
descendants returned home to their roots. I will be eternally grateful to all my many cousins for
traveling so far and participating in this remarkable event. For many reasons, it can never
happen the exact same way again, but there are equally just as many wonderful reasons to be
happy that once it did.

I am also extremely blessed by getting to know so many of my wonderful cousins first
hand. I sincerely appreciate all that they have contributed to our Robert Berry Genealogy.
Without their efforts, hard work, and contributions this story would have never been known.

I also want to thank my dear wife for being extremely helpful in the 2007 reunion, so
patient, so involved, and so supportive of my incurable affliction with the Genealogy Bug.

I would like to express my eternal thanks to: Elizabeth Robinett, Martha Mangum, Jo
Patterson, Lois White, Billy Wayne Berry, Wiley P. Berry Jr., Aaron Henderson, Benjamin
Berry Henderson Jr., John Allen Berry, Jeffrey Bryon Berry, Michele Berry, Nellie Berry,
Kenneth R. Berry, David Lee Berry, Dane E. Berry, Charles Thomas Berry, Billy J. Berry,
Harold Bernard Berry, George Wesley Berry, Thomas Keith Berry, Carolyn (Cookie) Paulson,
Sam Pickle, Shelley Hanson, Betty Moake, Doris and Don Meadows, George Pettett, Bill Berry,
Jim Berry- our Berry DNA project coordinator, Carol Vass- assistant coordinator for our Berry
DNA project, and all my other close and distant cousins, friends, and family too numerous to list
here. They have contributed information about their families, money for our Y-DNA project,
money for the reunions, traveled to our reunions, and have been completely supportive in all that
we have accomplished.

Due to the fact that I knew nothing about research when I began this endeavor, I failed to
keep proper notes in the early years. I am making every effort to source the references in this
book before publication. I do have a sincere confession to make here. I probably enjoyed all of
this as much as, if not more than, anybody else. Thanks to each and every one of my cousins for
everything you have contributed to this effort. Because of the volume of information I now have
about Our Berry Family, I am unable to record all of it in this book. In the future, I will continue
making as much additional information available on my website as time permits.

ROBERT BERRY WEBSITE
www.berrytree.org
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Figure 1 Ben at age four

My Family Berry

Since I am young for goodness sake
I see no need to hurry
My own sweet time I’ll always take
While writing the book, my family Berry

Some facts in history I will take
And mix my kin into the slurry
Plot on some maps the routes they take
And find my family Berry

Wills and Deeds they always make
Search and search till eyes get blurry
Census forms those are not fake
Tell all about my family Berry

O K! this was a piece of cake.
Life goes by in such a flurry
Tomorrow, a ged-com file I’ll make
Bout my family Berry

bh

Now it seems my book took forever.




CHAPTER 1
WILLIAMSONS, FOSTERS, BERRYS & KEMPS

I have been researching the Robert Berry family from Orange County for fourteen years.
When I first started researching, I soon found some things I needed to look at very carefully. In
the Census forms from 1790 to 1840, the head of household given and surnames were the only
names listed on the forms. Sometimes they would be listed alphabetically, which was not totally
useless but not very helpful either. When the families were listed in the order of where they lived
it became much more valuable. I would search the census forms from the very early years and
become familiar with as many of the surnames in the county as possible. The cluster of surnames
in one county often varies greatly from the surnames listed in the very next county. The clusters
of surnames in a close community were often related to each other. This seemed to be a pattern
throughout other states as well. I always paid particular attention to the very close neighbors’
surnames in the area that I was searching, and where they lived in respect to each other. This is a
very important tool. Since there were really not very many people in the early settlements, many
of them migrated there together. Many of them were friends but a lot of them were related by
blood and many by marriage.

As the children of the original settlers found it necessary to migrate to other areas, many
of them would form wagon trains and travel together. When you find a group of familiar family
surnames living close to each other in a new location, it is almost a sure bet that they are the
relatives you are searching for. The 1850 census added three great features. In the 1850 census
wives’ names, children’s names, ages, and the state where they were born were enumerated.

Grouping of surnames also works in reverse. As the settlers were immigrating to the
Colonies in America from England and establishing the first settlements along the coastal waters,
many of them formed close relationships through marriage and religion. In our Robert Berry
family, a concentration of surnames that are related to each other were found in Princess Anne
County, Virginia,” and many of these same surnames are known to be related to each other in our
Orange County Robert Berry family as well.

This is not really surprising. When pioneers relocated from one area to another, they
needed to go with family and friends for safety and support. Warring Indians were frequently a
threat as the white settlers headed to the West and also as they settled their new homesteads.
They had to help each other while traveling or when they started building their homes in the new
settlement. When they reached a suitable location to settle, they already had a readymade
community of people who had known each other for a long time. Many of them were related and
wanted to stay together. The logical thing to do was to build a new community together. If they
located in established settlements, they merely expanded the size of the hamlet or town.

From my own research and the information from many other sources, I know without a
doubt that our Robert Berry family was in the American colonies long before it became a Nation.
The newest information we have indicates that our Robert Berry family has been here since some
of the very earliest settlements were established on the shores of Virginia.

The earliest members of our family to arrive in America currently known to us are Roger
Williamson®and John Carraway. John Carraway” and Roger Williamson were good friends and
came to ?merica on the ship Constance’ in that year 1642. They were headrights of Christopher
Boyce.
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In 1645, Roger Williamson married Ann Foster,” who was born in England in 1620.

This union produced three children by the year 1650.

Children: of Ann Foster and Roger Williamson:

Richard Williamson married Mary Kemp.
Bartholomew Williamson.
Sarah Williamson married Matthew Mathias

Robert Berry’s (0OC) Maternal Line to Roger Williamson

Roger Williamson married Ann Foster about 1640 in England or in Norfolk

County, Va.

Richard Williamson married Mary Kemp about 1670 in Norfolk County, Va.
Mary Williamson Married Robert Berry around 1690 in Norfolk County, Va.
Robert Berry married Elizabeth Cate around 1758 in Orange County, North

Carolina.

George Kemp married Mary Hutchinson and homesteaded at Kemps Landing.

This community just south of Virginia Beach is currently known as Kempsville.

I think George and Mary Kemp are Robert Berry’s (OC) great- grandparents. All of the
documentation listed above has been well documented. The only documentation that is missing
is documenting that Robert Berry Jr. in Princess Anne County, Virginia, is the same Robert
Berry who settled in Orange County, North Carolina. I will attempt to prove they are the same
person in this book. The best way to accomplish this is to look at known family surnames where
our known ancestors lived.

Robert Berry® is first found in Norfolk Rent Rolls in 1704.° Very little is known about
him or his origin. Most of the information we have on him comes from his wife’s family. We
know for sure that he married Mary Williamson and that he had more than two children. Robert
lists the name of his first son Richard, his youngest son Robert,'" his wife Mary, and all my other
children in his 1730 will. Robert’s son, Robert Berry Jr., was only about one year old when his
father died.

Since Mary Williamson’s entire family came to America from England and lived in an
English colony, I think it is reasonable to believe that Robert Berry also came to America from
England.

10

Richard Williamson married Mary Kemp'? about 1670. Mary Kemp was the daughter of
George'” and Mary Hutchinson Kemp.

Richard and Mary’s daughter, Mary Williamson,'* married Robert Berry in Norfolk
County, Virginia, around 1690.

I have no idea how long Robert Berry (PAC)" had been in America, where he came
from, or who his parents are.

Robert Berry and Mary Williamson had a son, Robert Berry Jr., born in 1729.

Robert Berry’s mother and grandmother were both named Mary. His mother was Mary
Williamson and his grandmother was Mary Kemp.

Robert Berry (OC) named his first daughter Mary Berry. Because of the traditional
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English naming pattern, I have thought for many years that when I found Robert Berry’s (OC)
mother her name would be Mary.

Roger Williamson died before 1650 and Ann Foster Williamson married her husband’s
good friend, John Carraway.

Ann and John Caraway also had three children. They were John, Mary, and Elizabeth.

Their son, John Caraway, married Ann Kemp, who was Mary Kemp’s sister.

Richard Williamson and John Carraway were half-brothers and when John Carraway
married Ann Kemp, they became brothers- in-law as well. Ann Foster Carraway died in Princess
Anne County, Virginia, in 1692.

Children of Ann Foster and John Caraway:

Mary Caraway married Lancaster Lovett.
Elizabeth Caraway married Nicholas or Nichols.
John Caraway married Ann Kemp.

Searching for where Robert Berry (OC) was born;

I will refer to Robert Berry from Princess Anne County, Virginia, as Robert Berry (PAC).
I will refer to his son, Robert Berry from Orange County, NC, as Robert Berry (OC).

Ann Kemp, who married John Caraway, and Mary Kemp, who married Richard
Williamson, were sisters. Ann and Mary’s parents were George and Mary Hutchinson Kemp of
Kemp’s Landing in Princess Anne County, Virginia. Kempsville, Virginia, is named for George
Kemp. Many sources support the Williamson and Kemp family relationship. There is a great deal
of information about these families in the Genealogy Library in Virginia Beach, Virginia. You
will see that many other Surnames found in the early Virginia Colony are clustered around
Robert Berry (OC) and his family many years later.

Tully Robinson is found in 1704 Virginia Tax Roll living in Norfolk County and Princess
Anne County, Virginia.

William Robinson is found in the 1755 Orange County Tax Roll on page 25.

William Robinson signed Robert Berry’s will as a witness in 1812 on page 68.

Nancy Robinson and Alex Robinson were living three farms away from Henry Berry in
the 1820 Orange County Census.

Henry Robinson was granted land in Fayette County, Alabama, on May 18™ 1824.

Robert Berry Jr and his son, George Berry, were granted land in Fayette County,
Alabama on the 26" of April, 1824.

John Robinson was living on one side of Robert Berry Jr. and David Middleton Berry
was living on the other side of his father in the 1830 Fayette County, Alabama, census.

Robert Berry’s aunt, Sarah Williamson, married Mathew Mathias in Princess Anne
County, Virginia.

Mathew Mathias was living very close to Robert Berry (OC) in the 1755 Orange County
Tax List and is listed on the same page. (See page 26)

I will point out many more examples like this in this book.
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Robert Berry’s 1730 Will Princess Anne County, Va
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Figure 2: Robert Berry (PAC) Will 1730

You can see a transcription of this will (Fig: 4 Page: 17)

Inventory Sale of Robert Berry in Princess Anne County, Virginia
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Transcription of Robert Berry’s Will, Princess Anne County
WILL OF ROBERT BERRY Septznchier 20* 1730

I the name of Goo Anen: The tvintizth o!aa of Sepamber n the 5aar.9—f our
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I 39 hereo Y nombngte, appoint § ordain m Y Loving vAfe Mary Berny £ ke
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Figure 4: Transcription of Robert Berry’s Will 1730 (PAC)
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Seeking Information about Robert Berry’s (PAC) Origin

Most of Robert Berry’s maternal family was located in South Norfolk County, Virginia,
in the 1700’s. I decided it might be a good idea to search for Berry family surnames in Norfolk
County, England. I searched the British Chancery Records 1836—1558 on Ancestry.com. I did
this by typing in the surname and looking at where they resided in England. Nearly all of the
Robert Berry (PAC) family surnames can be found there. Here are a few family surnames that

were found in Norfolk County, England.

Name: Richard Williamson
Place: Norfolk, England
Date: 1538-1544

Volume 8

Page 248

Bundle 1085

Name: Robert A. Berra
Place: Norfolk, England
Date: 1538-1544
Volume 8

Page 216

Bundle 1065

Name: Richard Foster
Place: Norfolk, England
Date: 1538-1544
Volume 8

Page 157

Bundle 1030

Name: John Cade

Place: Norfolk, England
Date: 1486-1493-1504-1515
Volume 3

Page 305

Bundle 167

Ann Foster married Roger Williamson and they named their first son Richard
Williamson. Ann’s father was Robert Foster and she was born in England in1620.

Suffolk County, England'®

Norfolk County, England'’

It seems that whoever named Norfolk and Suffolk in the American colony of Virginia
may have had some connection to these two counties in England. Both have about the same
physical relationship to each other in America and England. It is a well known fact that many of
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the early settlers in Virginia did come from England. Jamestown in America was the first
successful English Colony and this is where South Norfolk County was located.

Known Naming Patterns Used In My Berry Family.

The English naming pattern:

First male child was named for his paternal grandfather

Second male child was named for his maternal grandfather.

Third son would be named for his father.

First daughter was usually named for the paternal grandmother.

Second daughter would be named for the maternal grandmother.

Third daughter was named for her mother.

Robert and Mary Williamson Berry seemed not to follow the conventional English
naming pattern if you assume that Richard Berry was their first son. This may not be the case at
all. Their first son may have been named for his paternal grandfather and the second son, Richard
Berry, named for his maternal grandfather, Richard Williamson. The first son may have died
after Richard Berry was born and the third son would be named for his father, Robert Berry
Senior, or grandfather. This would fit the correct order for naming sons by the English pattern.

A variation of this naming order was used in my line of the Berry family. My
grandmother, Ida Ann Wilson Berry, named her first daughter after her paternal grandmother and
their second daughter (my mother) for her maternal great-grandmother. This is still naming the
first daughter for the paternal side of the family and second daughter after the maternal side.

My third great-grandfather was Thomas Person Berry and his father was William Berry.
Thomas P. Berry’s wife was Sarah Lunsford and her father was named William Lunsford.
Thomas and Sarah named their first son, William H. Berry, for his paternal grandfather and their
second son, Willie Berry, for his maternal grandfather. My Berry family was still following the
English pattern in 1836 and 1838.

My mother told me that she was German, Scot-Irish, and English. Her maternal
grandparents were Coleman and Wilson (English and Scot-Irish), her Paternal grandparents were
Berry and Bowling (English and English). I do not know where the German ancestry came into
the mix. Mother did have a maternal great-great-grandmother named Elizabeth Rux Garrett who
may have been of German descent, or it might the Waggoner connections.

Robert Berry (OC) and Elizabeth Cate named their first daughter Mary (paternal mother,
Mary Williamson, or paternal grandmother, Mary Kemp,) and their first son Robert Berry Junior
(for his father or the paternal grandfather Robert). Their second son was named John Berry for
his maternal grandfather, John Cate. Their third son was named Joshua Berry for Elizabeth’s
older brother, Joshua Cate.

Roger Williamson and Ann Foster married about 1640.

Richard Williamson and Mary Kemp married about 1670.

Mary Williamson and Robert Berry (PAC) married about 1690.

Robert Berry Jr. was born in Princess Anne County, Virginia, in 1729.

Robert Berry Jr. was only about 1 year old when Robert Berry (PAC) died.

Robert Berry (OC) was born about 1729 and died in 1814 at the age of 85.

Robert Berry (OC) and Elizabeth Cate married about 1758. We have not located the
father of Robert Berry (PAC) who lived in Princess Anne County, Virginia.
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Richard Williamson’s Will September 1°t, 1723
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Figure 5: Richard Williamson (PAC) Will 1723
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Richard Williamson wrote in this will “my daughter Mary Berry wife of Robert Berry.
You should also note that George and Mary Shirley witnessed this will.
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1704 Virginia Rent Rolls

Aldridge Jno
Aldridge Wm
Ashley Dennis
Berrey Robert
Blalock Jno
Bolling John
Bolling Rob(t]
Bowles Henry
Bowles Jno
Bowles John
Bowles Robert
Bradford John
Bradford Richd
Bradford Wm
Carraway John
Crawford Wm Capt
Foster Henry
Foster Anne
Foster Wm
Franklin Simon
Gibbs Jno Capt
Gray Jno

Gray Wm Capt
Gray Wm Jun
Holeman James
Holman Orphans*
Hopkins John
Hollowell Elener
Hollowell Jno
Hollowell Jno Sen
Hollowell Joseph
Hopkins John
Hopkins Wm
Keeling Adam
Keeling Jno
Keeling Thomas
Kemp James
Martin Wm
Kemp Jno
Lovett Lancaster
Lovett Randolph
Lovett Robert
Lovett Wm
Macklakan Nath.
Macklalin Jno

21

Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul, 1704

Prince George County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704

Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul, 1704

Henrico County, 1705
Henrico County, 1705
Norfolk County, 1704
Elizabeth City County, 1704

Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul, 1704

King & Queen County, 1704
Accomack

Charles City County, 1704
Accomack

Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704

Surry County, 1704

Surry County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Surry County, 1704

Surry County, 1704

Surry County, 1704

James City County, 1704
Warwick County, 1704
James City County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704
James City County, 1704

Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul, 1704

Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704
Princess Anne County, 1704



Mathias Matthew

Princess Anne County, 1704

Moseley Jno Princess Anne County, 1704
Moseley Widow Norfolk County, 1704

Moseley Wm Capt Princess Anne County, 1704
Moseley Wm Princess Anne County, 1704

Mosseley Edward Mr. Sen

Princess Anne County, 1704

Nash Richard Norfolk County, 1704
Nash Thomas Norfolk County, 1704
Nicholls Elizabeth Princess Anne County, 1704
Nicholson Henry Norfolk County, 1704

Nicholson Jno
Nicholson Jno

James City County, 1704
Norfolk County, 1704

Nicholson Wm Accomack

Nicholson Wm Norfolk County, 1704
Norman Wm King & Queen County, 1704
Pickles Tho King & Queen County, 1704
Robinson Tully, Mr. Princess Anne County, 1704
Robinson Tully* Norfolk County, 1704
Roundtree Thomas Nansemond County, 1704
Thorowgood Adam Princess Anne County, 1704

Thorowgood Argoll, Mr.

Princess Anne County, 1704

Thorowgood John Capt Princess Anne County, 1704
Thorowgood Robert Princess Anne County, 1704
Walk Thomas Princess Anne County, 1704
Whithurst Richard Norfolk County, 1704

Whithurst Richard Princess Anne County, 1704
Williamson Bartho Princess Anne County, 1704
Williamson Jno Norfolk County, 1704

Williamson Richard Princess Anne County, 1704
Wishart James Princess Anne County, 1704
Wishart Wm Princess Anne County, 1704

This is a selected list of names from the 1704 Virginia Rent Rolls.
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USGENWEB NOTICE: In keeping with our policy of providing free information on the
Internet, data may be freely used by non-commercial entities, as long as this message remains on
all copied material. These electronic pages cannot be reproduced in any format for profit or other
presentation. VIRGINIA 1704 Rent Rolls.

Many of Robert Berry’s (PAC) family surnames are his in-laws. They are related
to his wife, Mary Williamson. Many of these family surnames seen in these early 1704 Virginia
Rent Rolls also appear in the 1755 Orange County, North Carolina, Tax List (Pages. 25 & 26).

Since there are so many family surnames appearing in both lists, the odds are that many
of them may be related in both locations. You will see many other documents in many areas of
America connecting the family relationships of the Kemp, Williamson, Carraway, and Berry
families. At this time, all evidence suggests that Robert Berry (OC) is the son of Robert and
Mary Williamson Berry from Princess Anne County, Virginia.
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NOTE: Robert Berry (OC) was even named Robert Berry Jr. in his Granville Land
Survey of 1753. (See Pg. 47)

The year Robert Berry (OC) was born, 1729/1730, is exactly the time I had deduced from
my earlier research many years ago. Since Robert Berry (OC) died in 1814, he would have been
84 or 85 years old at the time of his death. We know that Robert Berry (OC) died before January
14™ 1815, because this is the date that Mary Berry Camp’s children drafted their power of
attorney to claim their mother’s inheritance (See Pg. 87).

David Edgar Berry tried to connect Robert Berry (OC) to Scotland but I have serious
doubts about his research. One major error made in David’s work states that Elizabeth Cate
Berry died in Tennessee. This is absolutely not true and can be proven. She died in Orange
County, North Carolina, about 1815 or1816. Her husband, Robert Berry (OC), named her in his
will that he wrote in 1812 (See Pg. 68). The will was probated in 1814 in Orange County, North
Carolina. Elizabeth and her son, Henry Berry, were administrators of that will. There are many
other misstatements in his research that can be proven incorrect. Many electronic family tree
files quote David’s information verbatim, but my research brings out many serious questions
about its validity. Martha Mangum and I made attempts to work with David soon after he had
published his tree. David died before our views could be reconciled. I only mention this to
caution you not to be too quick to believe that Robert Berry (OC) was of Scottish descent.

I have only two sources of information that list a Robert Berry who was born about 1730.
This is the appropriate age for our ancestor Robert Berry (OC). Robert Berry appears to be
originally from England in both or them.

In Peter Wilson Coldham's book'’ recorded on a CD:

“The record states that in 1744” Robert Berry of Devon, England, 14 years of age is
shown as indicted, convicted and sentenced to 14 years in gaol (jail). He is reprieved and
transported to Kent County, Maryland. He arrives there on 15 April 1744 where he is
indentured.

Individual: Robert Berry

Place: Maryland

Year: 1744

Primary Individual: Berry, Robert

Source Code: 6419.10”

I do not think the above record is our Robert Berry (OC).

One reason I do not think this is our Robert Berry (OC) is because he would not have had
very much money in 1751. After having been indentured as a virtual slave for 7 years, it is likely
he would have had very limited means. If this Robert Berry served his full 7 year indenture, he
would have been a free man in 1751. The general rule was that after an indentured man
completed his obligation, the Master only had to provide the indentured person with a gun, shot,
powder, and a new suit of clothes.

Robert Berry (OC) had funds when he made entry for his Granville Land Grant on
February 6™, 1752. There is also no evidence that he ever had any problems making his quitrent
payments or taxes, either. Robert Berry Jr., who was born in Princess Anne County, Va.,
inherited property from his father and would have had money.

Here is a record that is more likely to be our Robert Berry (OC).

The fact that Robert Berry (OC) indentured himself to Samuel Hollowell”” in Virginia
leads me to believe that he is our North Carolina ancestor. Samuel Hollowell is thought to have
been married to Robert Berry’s (OC) sister. After Mary Williamson Berry died, Robert Berry
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(OC) apprenticed himself to learn the carpentry trade in 1746, and 5 years later he was in
Granville County, North Carolina.

A person over 15 years old could bind himself to servitude from 2 to 7 years. The Court
indentured Robert Berry during his minor years in 1746 to Samuel Hollowell. Robert Berry
would have been 21 years old in 1751 and would have been free from that indenture because of
his age. This is the exact same year that our Robert Berry came to North Carolina.

“Name: Berry, Robert.

Apprentices of Virginia: Master: Hollowell, Samuel
Apprentices of Virginia: Beginning date: 08/19/1746
Apprentices of Virginia: Sex: male” *'

In both of these records Robert Berry’s birth year is very close to what we know about
Robert Berry’s (OC) age. They were both free of their indenture by 1751, also. As far as I can
tell, there is no other evidence that the 14 year old Robert Berry from Devon, England,

.. 1s Robert Berry (OC) and even if he was, he would still be from England and not
Scotland.

Some Early Family Surnames In England

Here is a source of English surnames that appear in Norfolk County, England, Norfolk
County, Virginia, and Orange County, NC. These same names show up in many other places in
this country where the descendants of our Robert Berry (OC) lived.

The Norfolk Ancestor is a journal of the NFHS (Norfolk Historical Society). In the
March 2008 issue they published surnames of many of their residents. I have selected a few of
our family surnames who resided in Norfolk County, England.

SURNAME PERIOD MN
“BARTON North Central Pre 1810 10616
BERRY South East all time periods 10837
BOWLES North Central all time periods 10678
BREEZE North East all time periods 10773
CROWE North East all time periods 10656
KEMP South East Pre 19 century 10683
LAWRENCE all sections all time periods 10613~
From the December 2007 issue of the Norfolk Ancestor:

SURNAME PERIOD MN
“FORSTER North Central 1700-1900 10475
WILLIAMSON North West 1700 10468
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Some Early Family Surnames In North Carolina

I have marked on the 1755 Orange County Tax List some known names associated with

Robert Berry in Orange County, North Carolina, Princess Anne County, Virginia, and in
England.
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Some more known names associated with Robert Berry in Orange County, North Carolina,
Princess Anne County, Virginia, and England.
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Page 6 of the Orange County NC 1755 tax list

This page is duplicated on page 244.

Henry Waggoner is George Waggoner’s father, and Patrick Rutherford owned the
property adjoining Robert Berry’s (OC) Fiddleton Plantation in 1780. The rest of these surnames
can be found in PAC, VA. It is a fact that Robert Berry (OC) was in North Caronia in 1751. He
had already built a small cabin in the northeast corner of his property near Thomas Bradford’s
southeast corner before he made entry for his land grant on Feb. 6™, 1752, in Granville County.
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Transcription of John Kemp’s 1723 Will

“In the name of God Amen I John Kemp and Elder of the parish of Linhavon & county of
Princess Anne and Colony of Virginia being sick in body but sound of mind & memory blessed
by God do make this My last Will & testament in manner flowering Vis: First [ bequeath my
soul into the hands of my merciful creator& my body to the earth to be decently buried according
to the decision of my executor. In hopes of a joyful resurrection through the merits & by the
meditations of Jesus Christ.

Second I give and bequeath to my cousin John Williamson the said plantation which I
now live to him and his heirs forever.

Third I give and bequeath to my cousins George Kemp & Roger Williamson & John
Williamson the remaining part of that tract of land sold to Matthew Mathias. And my will is
that my cousin George Kemp to have the North and or share where my hogg pens are, the other
part to be divided between said Roger and John Williamson I give the said parcel of land to
them my two cousins & their heirs forever. I give and bequeath unto my sister Elizabeth Smith
& cousin Mary Wishard & cousin Roger Williamson pewter and earthenware Except two
basins I give to my cousin John Williamson to be first chosen & (unreadable word) and
remaining to be equally divided between my sister and the two cousins before mentioned to
whom I give the same. I give and bequeath the bed whereon I now lay .to my cousin John
Williamson with the covering that belonging it. I give and bequeath to my cousin Mary
Wishard my new bed & furniture that is with it. I give to my cousin Roger Williamson my old
bed. I give unto my sister Eliz Smith eleven and a quarter Brown Holland, Eight yards fine linen
now in house. I give and bequeath to my cousin Ann Cooper wife of Thomas Cooper. Four
ewes & four lambs’ young ewes. 1 give the remainder of the sheep to be divided between my
cousins Roger & John Williamson & cousin Mary Wishard equally. I give my cattle & hogs
only excepted which give my cousin James Kemp at my hog pens to be equally divided between
my three cousins Roger & John Williamson & cousin Mary Wishard I give my sister Eliz
Smith the benefit. I give unto my cousin Roger Williamson my NegroWoman, Nany to him &
his heirs forever. give unto my cousin Thom Wishard the older my riding Saddle & bridle. I
give and bequeath unto my cousin Mary Kemp daughter of George Kemp my crab spice
Mortar & pestle & great Bible & wicker basket on mantle piece. to her & her heirs. I give unto
my cos: Jhn Williamson My new curb bridle & my broad Cloth: riding Coat & new coat & vest
now made. I give unto my brother-In-law Will Smith my circuit cutter riding coat. viz I give
unto my Cus : Roger Williamson all of remaining part of my cloths: Vis I give unto my sister
Eliz Smith my cousin Mary Wishard & cousins Roger & JhnWilliamson all the remaining
part of my estate Except only the Great Bible which do give my cousin MaryKemp.to them &
their heirs. Lastly I do hereby nominate, appoint, & empower Thoms Wishard &
GeoWilliamson my executors to do & perform this my last will and Testament according to the
aforementioned & in witness of & confirmation whereas have set my hand & seal4th day of
March 1723...

Jn. I Kemp

Signed & sealed in presence of............... Princes Anne open court --- first April 1724

Exect G Williamson Sam grandbery......... within last will of Jhn Kemp and was
presented in

Autho Walke.............. Court by his exors who made oath thereunto being proved by

............................... all of witnesses therefore is admitted to record.”



Some Norfolk County Court and Land Records

Deed Book 5 page 117
“Indenture 5 Aug 1735 Roger Williamson leased to Edward Thurston of Norfolk, Va.
For 5 schillings 50 acres land given by John Kemp, Sr. to his cousin George Kemp and Roger
Williamson bound to James Kemp, John Williamson, Henry Mathias and William Robinson
Aug 6 1735.”
William Robinson was listed in the 1755 Orange County Tax list (Page 25).
William Robinson is five dwellings away from Thomas Berrey in the 1755
Orange County Tax list.
William Robinson witnessed Robert Berry’s (OC) will in 1812 in N.C. (See Pg.
68)
“P 155Release of land from Wm. Craford to George Williamson dated 6 Dec.1727”
James Craford is on the 1755 Orange County Tax list (Page 243).

“August 1751 On motion of William Martin it is ordered that he have the Labor of
two Negro boys named Hercules and Ceasar as an apprentice for taking George Askis an
apprentice and its further ordered that the said Martin have leave to carry said Negro into North
Carolina with him provided he give bond and security in the sum of 200 Ibs current money of
Virginia to see he said Negroes fourth coming when lawful remanded.”

These men are listed on pages 25 & 26 in the 1755 Orange County Tax List.

William Hartin? (Martin. H was transcribed in place of M) was living next door to

Mathew Mathias in the 1755 Orange County Tax list (Page 26).

Robert Berry (OC) is the nephew of Sarah Williamson & Matthew Mathias

(page 14).

Henry Gould (Gold) was living two dwellings away from William Hartin (Martin?)

in the 1755 Orange County Tax list (Page 26.).

Henry Gold was the sworn chain carrier in Robert Berry’s (OC) 1753 survey for the

Granville Land grant. (Gould family is in the 1704 Rent Rolls from PAC, VA.)

David Bradford was listed three dwellings away from Robert Berry in the 1755 Orange
County tax list. Thomas Bradford’s property joined Robert Berry’s Granville Land Grant on the
north boundary in 1753.

James Nickleson is in 1755 Orange County Tax list (Page 25).

Richard Camp is six dwellings from William Robinson and can be seen on the 1755
Orange County tax list (Page 25). Wm. Robinson is also a witness to Robert Berry’s will. (See
Pg. 68).

It is very likely that this group of young men came to North Carolina with Robert Berry
(OC) from Princess Anne County, Virginia. Some were relatives, others were neighbors and
friends. John Cate and his brother, Thomas Cate, may have come to Orange County with this
group, also. John was born in Prince George County, Va., which was created from Norfolk
County, Virginia, as was Princess Anne County, Virginia.

All of these recently found facts indicate that Robert Berry (OC) was born in Princess
Anne County, Virginia, in 1729. We know he lived about 65 years in Orange County, North
Carolina, and is buried on his own plantation in the private Fiddleton cemetery. He died in 1814
at the approximate age of 85.

Many of Robert Berry’s (OC) neighbors are buried in the Little River
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Presbyterian Church Cemetery. The Presbyterian movement was brought to America by Scot-
Irish settlers.
The cemetery may be viewed at this URL address:
http://cemeterycensus.com/nc/orng/cem039.html

From the 1723 Richard Williamson will: 24

Richard names family members:

Wife: not mentioned by name but referred to as My Wife. (Mary Kemp)

Sons: Roger, John, Bart, George,

Daughters: Mary Berry, wife of Robert Berry; Sarah, wife of Matthew Mathias;
Ann Whitehurst, wife of Hugh.

Grandson: Caleb, son of his daughter Ann Whitehurst, wife of Hugh.

Witness: Anthony Webb, George SHIRLEY, Mary SHIRLEY,

Princess Anne County, Virginia

Abstracts of Property Lines and Robert Berry’s Relatives

Most of Robert Berry’s (PAC) wife’s family owned property adjoining George Shirley’s
land in Princess Anne County. Princess Anne County was formed from Lower Norfolk
County in 1691.There is a known marriage relationship between the Kemp family

and the Shirley family in England. (See Page 32)

George Shirley and the Williamson family were large land owners.

“The lines between Jno Whitehurst and Hen Whitehurst and Anthony Webb and Jno
Whitehurst, Robt. Berry and Antho Webb processioned Geo: Wmson and GEORGE
SHIRLEY present.

The lines between Robt Berry and George Wm'son and Robt Berry and GEORGE
SHIRLEY processioned Hen Whitehurst and Jno Whitehurst present.

The lines between GEORGE SHIRLEY and Jno Achis and GEORGE SHIRLEY and Fra'
Corbet and Jno Ackis and Fra Corbett, Robt Berry and Hen Whitehurst present.

Ye lines between Charles Smythe and Fra Corbett and Hen Whitehurst a dn

Charles Smyth and Hen Whitehurst and Fra Corbet processioned Robt Berry and
Edw Holmes

Neighbors of George Shirley

June ye 3rd 1724 An account of land procesioned [no location listed] by John Murray
Junr

The line between John Murray and Edw Wood and Henry Nichlos and Edw Wood
[? ] and Henry Nichlos and Mr Botillios and Jno Scott and Jno Murray and Mr. Botillios
processioned in ye lines of Richd Nichlos and Jno Murray,

the line between David Scott and Mr. Bo[ ] prossessioned Fra Goram present,

the lines between Jno Murray and David Scott and Robert B[ ] and David Scott and
Jno Murray and Robt Berry and Jno Murray [ | Hugh Whitehurst and Henry
Whithurst present. The lines between Jno Murray and Geo burk and Jno Murray and
Wm [ ] processioned Hugh Whitehurst and Henry Whitehurst present.

The lines between Robt Berry and Wm Nichlos and Robt Berry and David Scott

and Wm [ ] processioned Henry Whitehurst and Jno Murray present,

The lines between David Scott and Elenor Whitehust and Between David Scott and
[Hen Wise?] and Wm Nichlos and [Hen Wise?] and Wm Nichlos and Henry
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Whitehurst processioned Robt Berry and Wm Edmonds present.

The lines between Henry Whithurst and Jas Whitehust and Henry and Elenor
Whithurst processioned Robt Whithurst and Hugh Whithust present.

The line between David [ ] and Wm Nichlos and Henry Whitehurst and Wm
Nichlos processioned in ye presence of Hugh Whitehurst

The line between Wm Nichlos and Stephen Pew processioned David Scott present.
the line David Scott and Hugh Whitehurst processioned Wm Nichlos present

The line between Henry Whitehust and Stephen Pew processioned in ye precesence
of us Anthony Webb and Hen Wiles

The lines between Jno Whitehurst and Hen Whitehusrt and Antho Webb and Jno
Whitehurst, Robt Berry (PAC)* and Antho Webb processioned Geo: Wmson and
GEORGE SHIRLEY present.

The lines between Robt Berry and George Wm'son and Robt Berry and GEORGE
SHIRLEY processioned Hen Whitehurst and Jno Whitehurst present.

The lines between GEORGE SHIRLEY and Jno Achis and GEORGE SHIRLEY and
Fra' Corbet and Jno Ackis and Fra Corbett, Robt Berry %% and Hen Whitehurst
present.

Ye lines between Charles Smythe and Fra Corbett and Hen Whitehurst a dn
Charles Smyth and Hen Whitehurst and Fra Corbet processioned Robt Berry and
Edw Holmes

Ye lines between Capt Walke and Char Smyth and Fra Corbett

Neighbors of George Shirley Murray and Robt Berry and Jno Murray [ ] Hugh
Whitehurst and Henry Whithurst present.

The lines between Jno Murray and Geo Burke and Jno Murray and Wm [ ] process
signed Hugh Whitehurst and Henry Whitehurst present.

The lines between Robt Berry and Wm Nichlos and Robt Berry and David Scott
and Wm [ ] processioned Henry Whitehurst and Jno Murray present,

The lines between David Scott and Elenor Whitehurst and Between David Scott and
[Hen Wise?] and Wm Nichlos and [Hen Wise?] and Wm Nichlos and Henry
Whitehurst processioned Robt Berry and Wm Edmonds

Sept 17 1731 An account of land processioned on ye South Side of ye Eastern Branch
by me Thomas Wiles

The land of Aron Fentris processioned with a quet procession in the presence of Moses
Fentris and John Fentris

The land of Moses Fentris...in the presence of Michael Fentris and James Fentris

The land of Capt George Kemp...Capt John Ivy and James Kemp

The land of John Shipp...Moses Fentris and William Shipp

The land of Francis Ackiss...George Williamson and Richard Corbitt

The land of George Williamson...John Whitehurst and Richard Whitehurst

The land of Anthony Webb...John Whitehurst and James Fentris

The land of Robert Berry ...George Shirley and Richard Corbett

The land of John Corbitt...George Shirley and John Whitehurst

The land of Col. Anthony Walke...Francis Ackiss and James Kemp

The land of George Shirley...George Wiliamson and Richard Whitehurst

The land of Moses Fentris Jr...George Shirley and Tho: Whitehurst

The land of James Fentris ...Michael Fentris and Geo: Williamson
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The land of John Whitehurst...George Shirley and Richd: Whitehurst

The land of Thomas Whitehurst... Anthony Webb and George Shirley

The land of William Fentris...John Murden and John Hopkins

The land of John Hopkins ...John Murden and John Fentris

The land of Lemuel Nicholason...John Hopkins and John Fentris

The land of Mark Wood ...John Hopkins and John Fentris

The land of John Murden ...William Shipp and Anthony Webb

The land of Wiliam Shipp...William Fentris and Anthony Webb

The land of Thomas Wiles... William Edmons and John Fentris

The land of Mary Whitehurst...John Whitehurst Moses Fentris

The land of Nathanial Nicklis...Samuel Wiles and Michael Fentris

The land of John Wiliamson ...William Ackiss and Richard Corbitt

The land of Roger Williamson ...William Ackiss and Richard Corbitt

Ye lines between Charles Smythe and Fra Corbett and Hen Whitehurst &Charles

Smyth & Hen Whitehurs t& Fra Corbet processioned Robt Berry &Edw Holmes

The line between John Murray and Edw Wood and Henry Nichlos and Edw Wood

[? ] and Henry Nichlos and Mr Botillios and Jno Scott and Jno Murray and Mr.

Botillios processioned in ye lines of Richd Nichlos and Jno Murray,

the line between David Scott and Mr. Bo[ ] prossessioned Fra Goram present,the lines

between Jno Murray & David Scott & Robert B[ ] & David Scott & Jno present.

The lines between Henry Whithurst and Jas Whitehust and Henry and Elenor

Whithurst processioned Robt Whithurst and Hugh Whithust present.

The line between David [ ] and Wm Nichlo®’s and Henry Whitehurst and Wm

Nichlos processioned in ye presence of Hugh Whitehurst

Neighbors of George ShirleyJune ye 3rd 1724

An account of land procesioned [no location listed] by John Murra Junr The line between

Wm Nichlos & Stephen Pew processioned David Scott present.

The land of William Ackiss...Roger Williamson and Richard Corbitt

The land of Murray John Mathias...John Williamson and Richard Corbitt

The land of Henry Matthias...John Williamson and Roger Williamson

The land of William Cartwright...Capt Kemp?® and John Williamson

The land of Bartholomew Williamson ...John Williamson and Richard Corbitt

The land of George Pardy...William Cartwirght and Richd Corbitt

The land of Tully Smyth...Capt Kemp and Richard Corbitt

The land of Coll. Craford...Moses Fentris and George Shirley

The land of William Robertson...Capt Kemp and Moses Fentris

The land of Palmer Moseley...Capt John :Moseley and William Cartwright

The land of Capt John Moseley...Palmer Moseley and William Cartwright.

Nearly all of the highlighted names are related to Mary Williamson and her family.

Mary Williamson was the Wife of Robert Berry (PAC).

Craford, Murray, Murden, (Maden), Wood, Webb, Hopkins.(See Pages 239 — 251)

All of these surnames are also found in Orange County, North Carolina; Kemp, Mathias,
Murray, Wood, Webb, Nichols/Nichols, and Hopkins. There are connections between the Berry
family in Orange County, NC, and most of these names. There is a Hopkins Family living with
Henry Berry in the 1850 Orange County, North Carolina, Census. (See Page 202)
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George Kemp'’s Will
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Figure 6: George Kemp's Will 1678

George Kemp names his daughter in this will as Mary Williamson. I have located a
connection between the Shirley family and the Kemp family. We already know that many
members of the Williamson family, including Robert Berry (PAC), owned property adjoining
George Shirley in Princess Anne County, Virginia (See Pages 29 to 31). George and Mary
Shirley were also witnesses on Richard Williamson’s will (See Fig. 5, Pg. 20).

Some Information from the Shirley Family Association Web Page 9

“In 1640, George Kemp is 28 years of age”.

“Ann Kemp was the wife of Sir Thomas Shirley, the elder. Her brother, Sir Thomas
Kemp, was the father of Mary Kemp who married Edward Digges, son of Sir
Dudley Digges. Edward and Mary went to VA.”

“A John and George Kemp appraised Rev. Josias Mackis estate in 1718 in Princess
Anne Co. John Shirley, Sr. is mentioned. " [ think that Josias Mackis may have been
Josias M. Ackiss.

Many surnames associated with our Robert Berry (OC) family are listed in Norfolk
County, England; South Norfolk County, Virginia; the 1704 Virginia Rent Rolls, and the 1755
Orange County Tax List.’® Starting at the top of page 29 and continuing to page 31 you see
George Shirley owns property adjoining Robert Berry, the Kemps, Williamson, Mathias,
Nichlos, Wood, Hopkins, and Whitehurst families. It also connects the Kemp family to the
Shirley family by a marriage. The Williamson family married into the Kemp, Whitehurst,
Mathias, Nichlos, and Berry families. See John Kemp’s will (See Page 27) and Richard
Williamsons will (See Fig. 5, Pg. 20).
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Two of Robert Berry’s (OC) children married descendants of the Kemp family in Orange
County, North Carolina. Mary Berry first married George Waggoner, who died from wounds
received at the battle of Guilford Courthouse in 1781, and then she married James Kemp around
December, 1781.

Robert Berry Jr. married James Kemp’s sister, Mary Kemp. Robert Jr. and Mary Kemp
Berry’s first child was a little girl they named Catherine. Catherine Berry was born in 1785.
Their first son was named George Berry who was born about 1786. All of their children were
born in Orange County, NC. Robert Berry Jr. is the only son of Robert (OC) and Elizabeth Cate
Berry to use the name George as a given name. George Kemp in Princess Anne County,
Virginia, is most likely Mary Kemp Berry’s ancestor. My guess is that George Berry was
named for George Kemp. This exact relationship remains to be proven.

I have the wills of:

Richard Williamson (Fig. 5, Pg. 20)

John Kemp’s will transcription. (Pg: 27)

Robert Berry (PAC) (Fig. 3, Pg. 16)

George Kemp (PAC) (Fig. 6, Pg. 32)

Robert Berry (OC) (Page 68)

A Court Record that states: Robert Berry indentured himself to Samuel Hollowell.

Princess Anne County, Virginia, to Orange County, North Carolina.

This Berry/Kemp family connection in Princess Anne County, Virginia, continued into
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama for many years. Mary Berry married
James Kemp/Camp and Robert Berry Jr. married Mary Kemp/Camp in Orange County, N.C.
Both of these families migrated directly from North Carolina at different times and homesteaded
in South Carolina and Alabama.

In the 1755 Orange County Tax List, most of the men who may have come to North
Carolina together were young single men. Some of them may have been married and left their
wives and families back home. Richard Camp, William Robinson, James Nicholson, Thomas
Berry, James Craford, William Martin, Mathew Mathias, and Robert Berry all listed as single
men with no slaves and this usually meant that these men were staking out property to establish a
homestead. Henry Gould and Richard Gibbs both listed 2 in their household. A listing of 2
would usually mean that the head of household was married. When 2 men shared a dwelling,
both names were enumerated. Since John Cate was born in Prince George County, Virginia, and
that county lay west of Princess Anne County and on the route to Granville County, North
Carolina, I think it is possible that John Cate and his brothers may have joined the group of
young explorers traveling to North Carolina. The distance from Princess Anne County to
Hillsborough, North Carolina is 238 miles today. This could be done on horseback in about 12 to
14 days. There is always a possibility that the Cate and Berry families may have had other
connections in Virginia or even in England that we have yet to discover. All the evidence
indicates that they had a very close relationship after arriving in North Carolina.

The part of Orange County where Robert Berry (OC) and John Cate homesteaded was in
Granville County when they arrived in North Carolina. A short time later that part of Granville
County became Orange County. By settling near the Flat River and moving south to stake their
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claims, these young men obviously arrived there together. If they had gone into the area that is
now Hillsborough, they would have been moving north to claim available land there. There was
a gap of unclaimed land between the Flat River settlement and the Hillsborough settlement.
When the 1755 Tax List was compiled, clusters of names in the two areas clearly pointed out this
fact. I think most all of the settlers in the Flat River area were second or third generation
Americans. In an article quoted below written about Francis Nash, the author very clearly
described conditions in Orange County when our ancestors first arrived there.

“FRANCIS NASH, fourth son of John and Ann Owen Nash, was born at Templeton
Manor, the homestead of his father in Prince Edward County, Virginia, about 1742. I have given
some account of his ancestry in the sketch of his brother, Governor Abner Nash. His father was a
well-to-do planter and gave his sons such an education as befitted their condition. Francis Nash
certainly had a good English education and some acquaintance with the classics.

The two brothers, Abner and Francis, seem to have come to Childsburg, now
Hillsborough, in late 1762 or early 1763. Francis located there, while Abner in a few months
went elsewhere. Childsburg had then all the roughness and rawness and raggedness of a back
country settlement. It had been the county seat about nine years of a county that was great in
territory but small in population. At this time, there were about a dozen dwellings in it, and all of
these except three or four were simple log cabins. Two at least of the frame buildings were
taverns. Only two of the streets had been laid off, and these at their north and west ends were
mere broad roads through a forest. The courthouse was built of logs, while the jail was a small
log cabin surrounded by a high stockade. There was no resident minister of the gospel, no church
and no schoolhouse. There were two or three small stores on the corners near the court-house.
Edmund Fanning had come a few months before and, besides practicing law, was a partner in
one of these mercantile establishments. Francis Nash brought some capital with him, and he also
invested in a store.”

Source: (Biographical History of North Carolina from Colonial Times to Present, By
Samuel A. Ashe, Vol. II1, published 1906)

After considering the routes to North Carolina that were available to the migrating
settlers in 1750, I think I can explain why Robert Berry (OC) located where he did in North
Carolina. I also think I can explain how Robert Berry (OC) first met John Cate and his family. It
seems reasonable that a group of young men who were traveling into the wilderness would
follow a river or stream when they could because this is where the wild game would come to
drink water. Since wild game would be the major source of their food, it would make sense to
use as little effort in securing their food as possible. The James River in Virginia can be followed
from eastern Virginia to Richmond or to the Old Indian Trail. There was an old Indian trail that
connected Richmond through Petersburg to the Eno River where the Occaneechi Indian village
was located. The old Occaneechi Indian Village is in Hillsborough, N.C., today. As Robert
Berry and his party of explorers left Princess Anne County, Virginia, westward along the south
side of Chesapeake Bay, they had to pass through Norfolk, Nansemond, Isle of Wight, Surry,
Prince George, Charles City, and Henrico Counties to reach Petersburg, Virginia.

Robert Berry and his party may have met the Cate family as they journeyed through
Surry County. John Cate, his sons and brothers likely joined this group as they passed through
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Surry County on their way to North Carolina. According to the research that I have seen, our
Cate family lived in Surry County, Virginia, before coming to North Carolina. Unfortunately, I
have never been able to find documentation substantiating this. I do think Robert Berry knew
John Cate and his family before he entered North Carolina.

Shortly before the pioneers reached the Eno River on the Old Indian Trail, they had to
cross the Flat River. Immediately after crossing the Flat River, they made a sharp turn to the
north. As they traveled up the Flat River it gradually veered slowly to the west. It eventually led
to the exact point where John Cate’s Granville Land Grant was surveyed on December 4™, 1753.
A statement that is in the description of John Cate’s Grant reads: “land surveyed on both sides of
Flat River.”

After John Cate had located his land, Robert Berry (OC) headed south from that Flat
River following a tributary known as Lick Creek. The first available unclaimed land that Robert
Berry (OC) found was south of the Thomas Bradford property. Robert Berry (OC) claimed this
land in1751. He made entry for this property on February 6, 1752, and the survey for his
Granville Land Grant was done on December 3", 1753. Thomas Cate was a sworn chain carrier
on Robert Berry’s (OC) and John Cate’s surveys.

John Cate was granted two separate tracts of land in Orange County, North Carolina. This
land was later included in Caswell County, and it eventually became part of Person County. The
first tract was surveyed on December 4™, 1753, (See Page 37) and the second tract was surveyed
on October 13", 1758. (See Page 39) It was the second tract of land that has been located near
Lick Creek in the Google maps on page 40. I am unsure where the earlier grant was located but I
think it was very close to the second grant property.
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Figure 7: Route from Virginia to North Carolina
This was a route used by many fur traders from the early 1700’s as noted on page 36. In
his book "4 NEW VOYAGE TO CAROLINA”, John Lawson describes part of the Old Indian
Trail between Hillsborough and Haw River which became Orange County, North Carolina, in
May of 1851.
This Old Indian Trail passed through Granville County, North Carolina, in February of
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1851 when Robert Berry (OC) first came to the state.

For a very long time, I thought Robert Berry (OC) came down the Shenandoah Valley
from Maryland. This was based on the first record I ever found about a Robert Berry, who was
indentured in Maryland, and who was the right age to be our Robert Berry (OC). This was the
reason | thought Robert Berry chose the land he did. There was an expansion from the North
Carolina line toward the South and there was land being granted starting at Hillsborough in a
northern direction. There was a gap of unclaimed land between the two expansions. There was
obviously a path of some kind between Fiddleton and Hillsborough because that is where
Robert’s quit rent was paid and where he went to serve on jury duty many times.

If Robert Berry (OC) was born in Princess Anne County, Virginia, he would have entered
North Carolina via the Old Indian Trail that leads from Petersburg, Virginia, to Hillsborough,
North Carolina. Robert Berry’s Granville Land Grant was 14 miles north of Hillsborough.
Traveling at 20 miles per day, it would take about two weeks to go from Princess Anne County
to Fiddleton.

John Lawson®' describes some land close to Hillsborough in his book. Even though
Lawson was there in 1704 and Robert Berry (OC) arrived there about 47 years later, I doubt that
much had changed in the Occaneechi Indian Village that John Lawson called the “Achonechi
Town”. John Lawson’s book is the earliest known record of Native Americans and description
of the natural virgin wilderness in North Carolina. His reason for being there was to catalog the
plants and herbs that could be made into medicines of the day. In 1704 John Lawson wrote in his
book, “4 NEW VOYAGE TO CAROLINA”, ** as he was traveling from Haw River to the Indian
Village on the Eno River. Lawson’s party had spent the night near Haw River, which was about
20 miles west of Hillsborough:

“As soon as it was day, we set out for the Achonechy Town, it being, by Estimation, 20
Miles off. Which, I believe, is pretty exact, We got about half way, (meeting great Gangs of
Turkeys) when we saw, at a Distance, 30 loaded Horses coming on the Road, with four or five
Men, on other Jades, driving them. We charg’d our Piece, and went up to them: Enquiring,
whence they came from? They told us Virginia. The leading Man’s Name was Massy, Who was
born about Leeds in Yorkshire.”

There was some more conversation between the two parties and then:

“The Virginia Men asking our Opinion of the Country we were in? We told them, it was
a very pleasant one. They were all of the same Opinion, and affirm’d, That they had never seen
20 Miles of such extraordinary rich Land, lying all together, like that betwixt Hau-River and the
Achonechi Town.”

It is very interesting that the party of men John Lawson met were headed south and
coming from Virginia. This was 47 years before Robert Berry came south from Virginia to the
community that would later be known as Hillsborough. Robert Berry (OC) would have been on
the very same trail that was used by the men Lawson met and would have seen the same Indian
village at Achonechy Town. (See trail on page 35)
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JOHN CATE’S GRANVILLE LAND GRANTS.
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Figure 8: John Cate's First Land Grant

John Cate’s Land Grant Survey was done on December 4", 1753; the very next day after
Robert Berry’s Land Grant Survey was done. This tract of land was granted to John Kate on May
9™ 1755, In the 1755 Orange County Tax document, we see that John Cate, his two sons, and
Robert Berry (OC) list only males in their households. It is interesting that the Cate men listed on
this document were John Kate and Thomas Kate. This may have been a mistake in spelling or an
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attempt to get more land. Since land was plentiful, I tend to think it was a spelling error.

It is my opinion John Cate and his two sons staked out their property and built a cabin.
After their land was granted to them, I think they returned to Virginia and brought the females in
their family to North Carolina. This is when our grandmother, Elizabeth Cate (Berry), first came
to North Carolina. I think Robert Berry (OC) and Elizabeth Cate were married very soon after
Elizabeth came to Orange County, North Carolina.

We know from page 63 that Margery Lawrence and John Cate witnessed in the trial of
Robert Berry against Richard Gibbs in 1756. This time frame correlates very closely to the time
Robert Berry (OC) was awarded his Granville Land Grant in 1757. I think this establishes
approximately when Robert Berry and Elizabeth Cate were married. Robert and Elizabeth
Berry’s first child, Mary Berry, was born about 1758 -1759. The fact that Thomas Cate was a
chain carrier for Robert Berry’s survey on December 3™, 1753, also tells me that Robert Berry
(OC), John Cate, and his two sons were very close friends from the time Robert entered North
Carolina. It also leads me to believe they came from Virginia together.

Three Transcribed Person County 1817 February Court Records:

“Page 273: Division of negroes of Richard Holeman on 27" November 1816 Richard
Holeman: children of Elizabeth Persons: Joshua Cate.”

“Page 275: Account Sales of property of John Cates decd; by Jesse Evans and J.
Rountree.”

“Page 277: Inv. Estate of Jane Holeman decd. taken 4™ May 1816 by Rachel Cate adm.”

Joshua Cate must have married one of Richard Holeman’s daughters and Elizabeth
Holeman must have married one of General Thomas Person’s relatives. This may explain why
Hannah Cate named her youngest son Thomas Person Berry. Elizabeth Cate Berry’s older
brother was named Joshua Cate, and this Joshua may be her brother or more likely his son. I
always thought there was some type of family connection to General Thomas Person.

John Cate’s daughter, Elizabeth Cate, has been found in four sources.

In John Cate’s will he named his daughter, Elizabeth Berry.

On 13" of June, 1777, George Smith of Caswell County sold to John Cate 76
acres of land for 105 pounds, lying on the Flat River, land that joins John Cate’s own
property. Witnesses: Elizabeth C. Berry, Robert Smith, John Cate Sr. (Deed Bk. A, Pg
43)

Elizabeth (Cate) Berry purchased 1 Keeler for 8 schillings at William Cate’s
estate sale in 1803.William Cate may have been Elizabeth Cate Berry’s cousin. (See
Page 164) William Cate was also the father of two of Elizabeth’s daughters-in-law,
Hannah and Sarah Cate.

Robert Berry named his wife, Elizabeth, in his 1812 will. (See Page 68)

John Cate’s second Land Grant Survey was done on the 13" of October, 1758, and was
granted to John Cate on August 20", 1759.

While I have not been able to locate John Cate’s first land grant, his second grant was
much easier to locate. On the following pages you can see where this property is located. You
can tell by the shape of the property where the grant matches the present day Google Map of Flat
River. On page 40 you can see that the property is located very close to where Lick Creek joins
Flat River. The second grant may have been made to Elizabeth Cate Berry’s brother, John Cate.
The document does not say it was John Cate Jr. Thomas Cate was a chain carrier on this survey.
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Figure 9: John Cate's Second Land Grant
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The map below clearly shows the locations of Robert Berry’s land on Lick Creek and

John Cate’s land on the Flat River.

- '
= JOHN CATE
3 e S\'Z\' oF
!, ( ) ‘\ I “:;,eﬂ‘ oy Re W '(‘
Qs Ge 5
Charke Mo ”\;\» a
&
—— S
Q @
TS
| Q 3\ Wile (,‘3""-" ~
v x :
LS 2 : 2
[+ = £}
= §
Ny - & *
3 o
v
(v 0]
ROBERT BERRY
LAND
| imi ~RY | =
o= Mo - -
I 1km | ©2011 Google - Map data ©2011
S S‘ﬂl‘lfg.c Rd :
%
A ,;.00’
( ) | s
\ (4
\v/
\
u - qorry *° Y -
- ve
p! < N
n JOHN CATE S
l@ ’ SURVEY 1758 4
\
Lﬂ » FLAT RIVER |
—_— y :
) ¥V ¢ -
§

[‘
’/<...- LICKCREEK |

Q
9-%' ‘Nzy.Q
P el

20@ ft y«c“m ) A
@ o >
500m | & ©2011 Gopgk - Map datd 2011 Google -

Figure 10: Location of John Cate and Robert Berry's land Grants

40



B e - A

22y

AL ﬁ";ﬂ’ ;’f’{‘ﬁféﬂéz -

41



Information gained from John Cate’s will:

John Cate made his will on the 6™ of January, 1785, in Caswell County.
Margery Lawrence Cate must have been deceased at the time John Cate wrote this

will. There was no mention of her in this will.

Witness, Administrators, and family members mentioned in William Cate’s will:
Granddaughter Ann Pryor

Daughter Margery Pryor

Youngest son Thomas Cate

Daughter Elizabeth Berry Robert Berry (OC) wife.
Grandson Joshua Cate

Son Joshua Cate

Grandson Joshua Pryor

Daughter Nancy Griffin

Son-in-law John Pryor

Lyle Robinson, Witness

Joseph Pogue. Witness

Thomas Cate, Administrator

John Pryor, Administrator

Proven in open court in July of 1788.

John Cate must have been living in Caswell County when he wrote his will. Person
County was not formed until 1791, which was 6 years after John Cate wrote this will. If all of
John and Margery Cate’s children are named in this will then they had three daughters and two

Sons.

Richard Mathias Cate is reported to be John Cate’s son. If this is true, then it is of
extreme importance because Robert Berry’s (OC) aunt, Sarah Williamson, married Matthew
Mathias in Princess Anne County, Virginia. This may indicate that there is a family relationship
between Robert Berry and John Cate’s families in Virginia.

John and Margery Lawrence Cate’s children:

Richard Mathias Cate (not named in John Cates will)
Joshua Cate
Thomas Cate

John Cate

Margery Cate married John Pryor
Elizabeth Cate married Robert Berry
Nancy Cate married Griffin
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CHAPTER 2
ROBERT BERRY 1729-1814

Robert Berry came to a part of Granville County, North Carolina, which was soon to
become Orange County, NC. We know that he built a small cabin in the northeast corner of his
staked out land. This cabin was documented in Robert Berry’s Entry for his Land Grant.
Thomas Bradford owned the land just north of Robert Berry’s claim.

On February 6™, 1752, Robert Berry (OC) made entry in Granville County, North
Carolina, for the land he had homesteaded. (See Pg.46)

From the 1755 tax list, we know that Robert Berry (OC) was not alone in the wilderness.
He had friends and relatives who came to North Carolina with him from Princess Anne County,
Virginia. We know for sure Robert Berry (OC) was acquainted with the Cate family. This was
proven by the fact that Thomas Cate acted as chain carrier on Robert Berry’s Land Grant Survey
in 1753. (See Fig: 12, Pg: 47). Thomas Cate was probably John Cate’s brother.

Robert Berry (OC) married Elizabeth Cate, John and Margery Lawrence Cate’s daughter,
sometime between 1757 and 1759. Robert Berry’s Land Grant Survey was done on December
3", 1753, and John Cate’s Land Grant Survey was done the very next day on December 4",
1753. No marriage records were kept during the early years in Orange County, North Carolina.
Some time before 1757, John Cate was granted his land on the Flat River, which was part of
Orange County at that time. This property is currently located in the southern part of Person
County and lies very near the Orange County line. Thomas Cate, who was a chain carrier for
Robert Berry’s survey,> was probably Elizabeth Cate’s uncle.

Like Robert Berry (OC)), John Cate was living in Granville County, North Carolina,
when he made Entry for his Grant. He then became a citizen of Orange County when that County
was formed in 1752. In 1771, when Caswell County was formed 